1944-1945:  Anarchists  in  the  Hungarian 
Resistance 


The  a  r  fc  L-h  *1*  in  WWIi  Hu  i&a.:y  who  in.  ^Iil  in  die  Rc^feiAuc*.-  us  *_iio:  Maids  And  latfi  i  lie 
Ru.«  an  pcci  aliens.  until  the  ■  suppfessio ;  by  the  ('•mniEii.nis'.*. 

Fn  Iljw i i  y  i 3ii_-  destroLLton  ril  1 1 ilt  Hungarian  ait  igliist  iiwiv-cnkcrt  fry  the  i a-seuvL  rg^itiiy  of 
A  In  i  i  i Hnithy.  aiiartlii^l  groups  h_.ean  to  le-er:  ei^,L  am-und  tin;  veLcian  IiIiliLai  ail  galled 
TurjvLoL,  v'.'hj  Vrus&G  years-old  J;i  1945.  The  flivl  libeTLarLiu  t.rtiou.  v.  :it  auuirifcl  occupy Izljs 
(icrmjn  thrccR  ar  aniTchm  student  group.  One  of  them,  sumaniicd  C.’lrisit ')  -  a  15  year  o' d 
poeL  Lto [ cl  a.  ijiiaLL  covi-n  Ll  !.:£  Nutth  v-  yu.pi.  jj-yd.  l:i  prifiojL  lie  jsiet  co.rj'tiele  Aton  M  of  die 
1 1  i.i.L^iu  ii.i  i  Yugoslav  iiaarchist  */(jup  [iaeiAa.  (“Thi  South”)  with  Oue  h).  I J  Hi  fed  irltt'ijbeft-.  Lind 
in  nrc  of  the  strongest  resistance  grnu  ps. 

In  Ckoober  J  :’^44  (Ilais;.  and  the  uli.il'c  hist  Alexei  Kui  satin  w-sre  freed  tTser  ihe 

S^al  37i  roup  agahst  Hortliy. 

They  made  couilicL  widL  7-uroetei  arid  with  P.M.  -  il  student  ivhu  Ill.J  ssl  up  lmj  aiTarotusl 
Lrn:up  supported  Ivy  the  v^ntimc:iis:s’.  They  sim  to  harass  rhe  N.i7i  ard  fascist  military, 
adopting  Ui2  legeodjfy  rod.  belt  of  Korarkul.  TluJy  refused  ujlily  of  JCliou  with  Lbe 
Corortuioists..  who  dotLOULced  iluezu  to  the  Gef::iuti£,  whu  lIioh  crresLed  67  LuilitLiuit  uicljdiug 
I1  VI.  Hi?  group  split,  and  two  thirds  ■went  over  to  die  Ouraniir  ists. 

K-ua  saik. Jll,’s  .er-uup  -  Vre-iirLug  red  deli?  -  siiLticked  and  desLioyed  f.vu  units  of  tlie  I  lutigorcrji 
iveT  ficcr,  :n  central  Budapest.  The  fa'  lowing  night,  Clhist’s  group  S?.F.  f  [therlariirn  1-Tent  J 
"■■•li'-w  up;'  mtlni'  iOtW  dump  A  lliin'l  “ii .  p  w.'to  CVtlCOlfd  alter  ar  nllAfk  on  sI:iv  i  P;i  Jl  v 
.'jec.dqiiL.rtErs.  J  Lie  usDvenier.t  cootauaes  ti  lth  attacks  up  to  the  Jallle  of  Budapest,,  v.'.’.ich 
claims  2U0.0UIJ  Lives-.  The  L'.ioverneLt!  t.'.eu  decided  to  sategLi./iLcI  rh-  :ojx«-  lor  Ihe  ooJjtK-al 
sti  m  u.jj  iL'  fa  .  Oi'iil  :;lfa  I  he  .j>  Juls  mi  i'i  4>l  U1.  lii^eiir?,. 

In  July  19-5  the  movement:  rcLTC-upcd.  P.M's  croup  tvant&d  il  tvenbing  arrangement  with  '.he 
Cornirui  ni-iii  s  Ajgf-  i "is"  r  '-it;  rul  in|.;  r:l.:i  st  T nrockoi :  s  group  woile/  llv-  lr:g;i  Irsij  I  ion  i  s  I  i  hi: 
xioveruert.,  Kor^aiin  'i  u:id  Chi'i^L's  gruupt.  wioaLed  lo  ooutiuue  die  Luacied  ttmgeJe  <i^abtsl  Lhe 
^'iirc  anti  the  Russian  tronpf^.  Torockni's  v:ews  gain  a  majnTty.  A  |Hinr  shop  wa?  scr  up  nnd 
’■nip:tg;3ntl.3  disir  huted.  The  nvvcnignt  hocE  5lii'!  mi  lira'll^,  and  its  influence  ’AT-s  ^jircartinp 

1  he  Lo'iiuiu'. lusts  thsn  banned  t.ie  Liicveineut.  J  orockoE  cued  after  beaLtja  iiLTested  .  'out 
ansiyhLyt  sLudciiLs  opened  li  c  <m  Ru.s^ia.n  li Ljops,  And  wo*l-  k  licit  in  ;l".y  tnsuiiiji  ftjn-hAttig.  In 
.3:e  ^icto-ik-s  ofCsepeJ  :sLj:l-J.  luuirolaisLs  .txi  Lhe  orLly  s-Uil-.e  after  UberiLtioLL  £n>uj  |Jk-  fas-citis. 
Thirty  vmrktny.  ir  eluding  2d  ananc  i  ist^,.  were  suh=:oquciT  ly  oiccuT-ad .  The  I"  hertaria  n 
■lovicmcilT  wan  liquidated.  P.M.  tied  to  •^aTy--  Christ  mid  Knrsakth  !;:■  Firancg. 


1944-1945:  Anarchists  in  the  Hungarian 
Resistance 

The  anarchists  in  WWII  Hungary  who  fought  in  the  Resistance  to  the  Nazis  and 
later  the  Russian  occupiers  until  their  suppression  by  the  Communists. 

Following  the  destruction  of  the  Hungarian  anarchist  movement  by  the  fascist 
regime  of  Admiral  Horthy,  anarchist  groups  began  to  re-emerge  around  the 
veteran  libertarian  called  Torockoi,  who  was  80  years  old  in  1945.  The  first 
libertarian  action  was  against  occupying  German  forces  by  an  anarchist  student 
group.  One  of  them,  surnamed  Christ(!)  -  a  15  year  old  poet  from  a  small  town  in 
the  North  -  was  captured.  In  prison  he  met  comrade  Aton  M.  of  the  Hungarian- 
Yugoslav  anarchist  group  Bacska  (“The  South”)  with  one  hundred  members,  and 
is  one  of  the  strongest  resistance  groups. 

In  October  1944  Christ  and  the  Russian  anarchist  Alexei  Korsakin  were  freed 
after  the  Szalazi  coup  against  Horthy. 

They  made  contact  with  Torockoi  and  with  RM.  -  a  student  who  had  set  up  an 
anarchist  group  supported  by  the  ‘Communists’.  They  start  to  harass  the  Nazi 
and  fascist  military,  adopting  the  legendary  red  belt  of  Korsakin.  They  refused 
unity  of  action  with  the  Communists,  who  denounced  them  to  the  Germans,  who 
then  arrested  67  militants  including  RM.  His  group  split,  and  two  thirds  went 
over  to  the  Communists. 

Korsakin’s  group  -  wearing  red  belts  -  attacked  and  destroyed  two  units  of  the 
Hungarian  river  fleet,  in  central  Budapest.  The  following  night,  Christ’s  group 
Sz.F.  (Libertarian  Front)  blew  up  a  munitions  dump.  A  third  group  were 
executed  after  an  attack  on  Nazi  Party  headquarters.  The  movement  continues 


with  attacks  up  to  the  Battle  of  Budapest,  which  claims  200,000  lives.  The 
movement  then  decided  to  safeguard  its  forces  for  the  political  struggle  to  come 
after  the  expulsion  of  the  fascists. 

In  July  1945  the  movement  regrouped.  RM’s  group  wanted  a  working 
arrangement  with  the  Communists  against  the  ruling  class.  Torockoi’s  group 
wanted  the  legalisation  of  the  movement,  Korsakin’s  and  Christ’s  groups  wanted 
to  continue  the  armed  struggle  against  the  State  and  the  Russian  troops. 
Torockoi’s  views  gain  a  majority.  A  print  shop  was  set  up  and  propaganda 
distributed.  The  movement  had  500  militants,  and  its  influence  was  spreading. 

The  Communists  then  banned  the  movement.  Torockoi  died  after  being  arrested. 
Four  anarchist  students  opened  fire  on  Russian  troops,  and  were  killed  in  the 
ensuing  gun-battle.  In  the  factories  of  Csepel  Island,  anarchists  led  the  only 
strike  after  liberation  from  the  fascists. 

Thirty  workers,  including  24  anarchists,  were  subsequently  executed.  The 
libertarian  movement  was  liquidated.  RM.  fled  to  Italy,  Christ  and  Korsakin  to 
France. 

Widespread  resistance  to  the  Communist  dictatorship  would  break  out  again, 
however,  in  the  Hungarian  uprising  of  1956. 

Nick  Heath 


Slightly  edited  by  libcom 


